Firefighting Tips
When there's fuel between you and the fire, you're at the mercy of the wind. It's almost always a change in the wind that kills firefighters. Stay close to the black or a safe zone and never, never, never trust the wind. It can change a lot in just a few seconds.
In the Northern Hemisphere, the general wind direction from a low pressure system changes clockwise on the left side and counter clockwise on the right side facing the low pressure system as it passes by. A high pressure system does the opposite. This is the general direction the fire will take, modified by local terrain. Plan ahead.
Pay attention to building thunderheads. When they top out, there'll be a strong downwash wind from that direction. Plan ahead. 

Every drop of water that hits the ground is wasted, and so is the time it took to put it there. The conversion of water to steam is what takes the heat away.  Anything in front of the water stream is out almost immediately, so keep the nozzle moving.
Often the best strategy is to let the fire burn and stop it at a different place. Plan ahead. 

In a structure fire, steam conversion creates a pressure wave. Don't push the fire through the structure. Whenever possible, fight the fire from the unburnt side.

If the fire is sealed in and oxygen starved, don't fight it until you've got a hole in the top to let the heat and unburnt, volatilized fuel out. If it's confined to just one area of the structure, ventilate directly above the fire. The attic wall just under the peak of the roof on the downwind side is often the best spot if you can get a hole in the ceiling. What looks like smoke in an oxygen starved fire is actually the paint on the walls, the foam in the couch, the plastics in all the electronic devices, the carpet, and whatever else the heat has vaporized, all in hot, volatile, finely dispersed form. When fresh air is introduced, the oxygen level rises almost simultaneously throughout the enclosed space. It can result in a violent explosion.
Urgency clouds judgment. Interface fires come with a lot of urgency, so slow down just a bit and stay wide eyed and far sighted.

If you're overrun defending a house in grass, brush or sparse trees, shelter in the house as the fire goes by. If the house is in thick timber, don't be there.
If you have a safe place to park an engine, it’s possible to take a grass fire head on. Wait for the fire to get within hose range, punch a hole through the fireline, and fight it from the black with the wind at your back.  
Over half of all firefighter deaths are heart attacks. Stay in good physical shape, pace yourself, and keep an eye on your partners.
Second leading cause of firefighter deaths is vehicle crashes, mostly in private vehicles. When the page goes off, instead of dashing out the door, stop and drink a glass of water. You'll need the hydration, and it calms you down a bit.

High on the list of firefighter deaths is gunshots. There are a lot of crazies around fires, so pay attention.
Know your equipment. The fire won't wait for your inexperience, and mistakes can be dangerous.   
